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Plan for Today
▪High School Basics

▪Graduation Plans, Endorsements, & Distinctions 

(HB5)

▪EOC testing and graduation

▪Course Selection

▪El Paso High and transition

▪Meet counselor (question and answer)



High School Credit “The 
Basics”

 All classes earn.5 credit per semester

 A course usually has related parts for each 

semester (example: Algebra 1A and 1B)

 Grades:

◦ 10% is final exam

 To earn course credit: must have 70% grade or 

higher



Successful Student Habits 
Stay organized

Check your Student Portal for grade updates-Biweekly

Attend Tutoring

Tutoring can be to reinforce learning or for clarification. It is not only for 
make-up work

Did you know you can attend tutoring with any teacher in that content 
area? 

Visit the Library for additional Resources. 

See Mrs. Silva or Mrs. Parker!

Open M-F 7:45am-4:45pm

Make-up low assignments - District policy





Types of High School Courses
 Regular

 Pre-Advanced Placement (PAP)

 Advanced Placement (AP) 

 Nationally recognized College Prep Courses 

 Earn college credit with passing scores on AP exams

 Dual Credit /Dual Enrollment

 Community College Courses

 UT Austin

 See Pre-Registration card for more information of specific courses.



Let’s Talk Advanced Courses
1) Open to all students-but must have received credit in previous course

2)More Rigorous than On-Level Courses

3) Require hours of Study time, Planning and Organization

4) Drops can effect Financial Aid

5) DC Grades are permanent on College Transcript

6) OnRamps and AP courses are added to HS transcript

SELECT COURSES THAT ARE IN ALIGNMENT WITH YOUR FUTURE GOALS.

For Example, if you plan on being an Engineer you would take additional 
Math Courses but maybe not Advanced 



Foundation Plan
Distinguished Achievement 

26 credits 
English 4 credits

Math 4 credits

Science 4 credits

Social Studies 3 credits

Foreign Language (LOTE) 2 credits

Physical Education 1   credit

Fine Arts 1   credit

Speech (Prof. Comm.) .5  credit

Endorsement and Electives 4.5+ credits

Technology 1 credit

Health .5 credit



How Can I Take Dual Credit?
* Pre-register with your counselor

* Make an Apply Texas account to generate an 800 number with your 
counselor.

* PAAM and TSI Tests REQUIRED.

*  Depending on how your score will qualify you to take a class. 



CCMR: College Career Military 
Readiness 

How do I get it:

* Pass AP exams

*Enrolled Dual Credit Courses

* Intention to Enlist in Military

* ACT/SAT/TSI Qualifying Scores

* Enrolled in both college prep Eng. & Math

* Certification CCTE 

EACH STUDENT MUST HAVE ONE BY 12th Grade.



Performance 
Acknowledgments-Gold Star



Endorsements & HB5
This is your Graduation Plan of Study and should match your future goals.



End of Course STAAR Exams
Students must pass five STAAR End of Course (EOC) Exams to 
Graduate 

▪ Algebra 1 (8th grade or Freshman)

▪ English 1 (Freshman)

▪ Biology (Freshman)

▪ English 2 (Sophomore)

▪ US History (Junior)

◦ If you have not passed an exam there is tutoring available. Please ask your counselor 
or teacher in that subject area. 



2021-2022
Course Selection Process

Thursday, Oct 29th - Dec 14th through English classes

English teachers have course selection dates

Grade Level Order 11,10,9,8

Counselors will meet one on one with each student via zoom

College Readiness Coordinator and College Career Readiness Counselor 
will review EPHS college readiness courses and supports with students 
prior to counselor-student meetings

A course selection card will be used to pre-fill graduation requirements 
and electives 

Students will be asked to take a picture of the course selections and 
share it with parents





Pre 
Registration 
Card Sample



How to Navigate the Pre-Registration Card



Sample 10th Grade Schedule

Grade 10:

Pre-AP English 2

Pre-AP DL Algebra 2

Pre-AP DL Chemistry

AP or DC World History

Spanish (AP 5)

Robotics

Elective: (Fine Arts)

Elective:



Frequently Asked Questions

Algebra--Double blocked (every day)

Languages Other Than English--Not required to start with Spanish 1

Fine Arts--Orchestra, Jazz band, Art, Choir, Guitar, Piano

PE requirements--PE, Aerobics, Marching Band, ROTC, or Major Sports



Know your Counseling Center 
is Here for you….
Supports and Services include:

•Academic counseling

•Social-Emotional counseling

•Communication Supports with teachers

•College Readiness 

•Financial Aid support

•College Application Support

•Magnet Course audits

•Almost anything related to helping you graduate and be college ready!



Academic and Counseling 
Center

Counselors

• Mr. Olivas- A-D holivas@episd.org (915) 236-2522 or (915) 519-1092

• Mrs. Tejeda- E-K kmtejeda@episd.org (915) 236-2516 or (915) 740-1231

• Ms. Rosales L-P crosale1@episd.org (915) 236-2520 or (915) 861-9496

• Ms. Aguilar-Espinoza Q-Z ceaguil1@episd.org (915) 236-2519 or (915) 204-5619

CCMR Counselor

• Ms. Luevano adluevan@episd.org (915)236-2517 or (915)302-0281

College Readiness Coordinator

• Mrs. Simpson. casimpso@episd.org (915) 308-7093- Instagram at ephscollegereadiness

Magnet Programs Coordinator

• Mrs. Phillips cyphilli@episd.org (915) 236-2509 or (915) 412-5335

Graduation Coach

• Melissa Arreola mlugo@episd.org
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After El Paso High… 
Harvard

Princeton

Yale

Dartmouth

U. Penn

Columbia

Duke

Brandeis

Boston Univ.

Brown

Vassar

NYU

Johns Hopkins

UC Berkley

UC San Diego

St. John’s

Pace University

Baylor

Loyola Marymount 

UT Austin 

(Plan II, Liberal Arts 
Honors, Deans Scholars)

Texas A&M @ 
Galveston

Cal Tech

Texas A&M 

UT San Antonio

UT El Paso

St. Mary’s 

Johnson and Wales

Univ. of Arizona

U of Houston

UT San Antonio

Hollins U

U of Denver

U of North Texas

NMSU

St. Edwards

Boston College

Boston U

California Institute of 
Technology

Georgetown

Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute



EPHS Magnet programS

Click on Icon

It’s Interactive! Click on any 
picture of the PowerPoint 
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Paying for AP Exams
Please visit EPISD to pay for AP exams that students have been 
registered for the 2020-2021 school at SchoolCashOnline

year: https://www.episd.org/Page/9516

For questions regarding AP exams or for College Readiness support 
please contact:

College Readiness Coordinator

•Mrs. Simpson casimpso@episd.org (915) 308-7093-
Instagram at ephscollegereadiness

https://www.episd.org/Page/9516
https://www.episd.org/Page/9516
mailto:casimpso@episd.org


Class of 2019



Class of 2019


